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Going Green Is Important 
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  Encouraging Discovery, 
   Ensuring Quality 
 
Childhood is an exciting time of wonder 
and discovery. The Northside Family 
Learning Center/VCUHS Child Care is 
a place where friendships blossom, 
relationships are nurtured and where 
each child is viewed as capable and 
competent.  Children are encouraged 
to explore their potentials in an atmos-
phere filled with affection, encourage-
ment, understanding and respect. 
 
Our childcare program is based on 
proven developmental and educational 
theories designed to nurture essential 
physical, social, emotional, and cogni-
tive skills.  Children are encouraged to 
establish a sense of trust and a posi-
tive self-concept as they strive to learn 
more about themselves and the world 
around them.   
 
  The Mission  

The Mission and Vision of the VCUHS 
Child Care Center is to build a strong 
community one child and one family at 
a time.  We believe that we are all life-
long learners and learning begins with 
the family. 

 

  Admission 
 
The VCUHS Child Care center is designed 
to accommodate children 6 weeks to 5 
years of age.  We give priority for admission 
to Northside residents and VCU Health Sys-
tems personnel.  Applications from other 
members of the community are then han-
dled on a first come/first serve basis.  Pay-
ment of the application fee is due upon sub-
mission of application.  

An application ensures your place on 
the waiting list, but does not guarantee 
a position for the admission date re-
quested.   
Please contact the Northside Family 
Learning Center at least two months 
before the admission date requested on 
your application. 
Notify the center if you deliver early or 
need to change your child’s requested 
admission date. 
We strive to meet the needs of each 
family however, we recommend that 
you apply for admission to at least two 
additional child care centers. 

 
In order to place your child on the waiting 
list and/or request that we contact you 
please complete and mail the application on 
the reverse side of this brochure.  
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Please place my child on the waiting list      
for care at the Northside Family  

    Learning Center/VCUHS Child Care 
 
Application date:_________________ 
 
Requested 
Admission date:_________________ 
 
Parent’s Name:__________________ 
 
Child’s Name:  __________________ 
   
Male        Female        Unknown 
 
Child’s Birthdate/Due Date :________ 
 
Income:  ___   $40,000    ___   $39,999 
 
# of People in Household: _________ 
 
Place of Employment:_____________ 
 
Desired Hours  
Of Care:   ______________________ 
 
Primary Number:_________________ 
 
Secondary Number:  ______________ 
 
Street Address:___________________ 
 
Zip Code:  _______________________ 
 
Email:  ________________________ 
 
 
Return to: VCU Health Systems  
    Child Care at Northside  
    800 W Graham Road 
             Richmond, Virginia 23222 

  Our Philosophy 
Our childcare program is inspired by the schools 
of Reggio Emilio in Italy (named by US News and 
World Report as one of the top 10 preschools in 
the world). The Reggio philosophy encourages 
teachers and children to be partners in learning. 
Through careful observation and investigation of 
the children’s interests the teacher creates an 
environment supportive of research and learning.  

Several members of our administrative team trav-
eled to Reggio Emilio to become immersed in the 
programs and culture there and to receive train-
ing that would guide their understanding and 
practice. The visit left them with a deeper under-
standing of children’s natural passion for learn-
ing. We also gained a deeper appreciation of 
each child as a competent learner with the ability 
to co-create knowledge in concert with their 
teacher.  

  The Essentials 
To assist families in balancing a personal and 
professional life we offer the following: 
 

Operating hours 6:45am-6:00pm 
Baby foods, juices and table foods 
Disposable diapers and wipes 
2 meals/day and 2 snacks 

 
We encourage parents to take advantage of the 
opportunity to nurse their infants (whether on 
schedule or demand), participate in special ac-
tivities, or just stop by to say hello. 

  Crucial Opportunities 
We view parents as our partners and maintain an 
open door policy. Communication is an essential 
part of our program and parents are invited to 
share thoughts and ideas. Special events, parent 
meetings and educational seminars also encour-
age a healthy exchange of information. 

  Additional Services 
We provide Child Watch (temporary child care for 
children of trainees and those seeking the ser-
vices provided by the Partnership) as well as 
summer camp options for school-age children 
each year. 

 

 

“We must remember to keep our head and 
hearts close to one another so that learning 

does not begin with boredom and  
repetition...but with joy and enthusiasm!” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   Our Partnerships 
The Northside Family Learning Center (NFLC), 
opened in July 2010, provides meaningful educa-
tional opportunities and job skill training for indi-
viduals and families in Richmond’s Northside. 
NFLC partners with a number of community ser-
vice agencies. These partnerships allow the VCU 
Health System Child Care staff to respond  with 
an all inclusive approach to the complex needs of 
children and families.  

  Our History 
Over a quarter century ago, the VCU Health Sys-
tem Child Care Center became one of the first 
state sponsored on-site child care centers in Vir-
ginia. It has established a rich tradition of com-
mitment to quality of care for children and fami-
lies.  Our child care program has contributed to 
the distinctive achievements of the VCU Health 
System, including: recognition as the Greater 
Richmond Employer of Choice; Working 
Mother’s Top 100 Best  Com panies for 
Work ing Mot hers; and The center for Com-
panies that Care in recognition of creating a nur-
turing environment and one that encourages 
community involvement. 

  A Unique Approach 
Located in the center of the Northside community, 
the children are surrounded by opportunities to 
interact daily with all that the city has to offer. An 
enriched environment for discovery provides expe-
riential learning opportunities that maximize the 
development of each child.   
As part of Virginia Commonwealth University 
Health System, our school has access to profes-
sionals from many different  disciplines. The center 
is fortunate to have a staff educated in the fields of 
growth and development, education and family-
counseling.  

  Ensuring Quality Care 
Our programs are among only eight percent in the 
United States to be accredited by the National As-
sociation for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). We have also earned the distinction of a 
4-STAR rating with the Virginia Star Quality Rating 
System for the State. We maintain appropriate 
teacher/child ratios which are critical to providing 
quality care and individualized attention. Our ratios 
are: infants (6 weeks to 12 months) 1:4; pre-
toddlers (12 –17 months) 1:4; Jr. toddlers (17 
months-2 years) 1:5; toddlers (2-3 years) 1:6; pre-
school (3-6 years) 1:10; and summer camp (6 –12 
years) 1:11.  

 

 

 


